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SUB J : PANEL DISCUSSION HELD ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

SUMMARY: FIRST SUBSTANTIVE PROGRAM EVENT HELD AT NEW ICA 
CULTURAL CENTER JULY 27 COVERED TOPIC OF "HUMAN RIGHTS - 
AN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVE." FORMAT CONSISTED OF PANEL DISCUSSION 
LED BY AMBASSADOR LE MET.LF, AND FULB RIGHT PROFESSOR OF HISTORY 
AT UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI NORMAN HODGES. AFTER BRIEF EXPOSITORY 
REMARKS BY BOTH PANELISTS. ONE HOUR OF PROVOCATIVE QUESTIONING 
FROM FLOOR FOLLOWED. HIGH-LEVEL AUDIENCE OF 40 KENYANS ATTENDED 
SESSION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PANELISTS GIVE HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL BACKGROUND OF 
AMERICAN RECORD ON AND CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. WHILE THEIR 
STATEMENTS POINTED OUT AMERICA'S OWN TRANSGRESSIONS IN THE PAST 
- TREATMENT OF MINORITIES. MCCARTHY ERA, RECENT GOVERNMENT 
ABUSES OF POWER - THEY ALSO SAID THAT AMERICAN POLITICAL 
SYSTEM AS A WHOLE PROTECTED INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND RIGHTS. 
PANELISTS FURTHER STATED THEIR BELIEF THAT PRESENT ADINISTRATION'S 
EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS WAS NOT TRANSITORY BUT WOULD GENERATE 
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ENOUGH MOMENTUM TO BECOME INSTITUTIONALIZED PART OF U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY. 

2. QUESTIONS FROM AUDIENCE WERE SHARP AND SOMETIMES CRITICAL 
OF U.S., WITH EMPHASIS ON RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND PAST AND PRESENT AMERICAN POLICY TOWARDS AFRICA. AUDIENCE 
WAS CONCERNED WITH SEEMING HYPOCRISY OF U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 
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GIVEN ITS PAST RECORD IN THE FIELD, ESPECIALLY TOWARDS MINORITIES. 
PANELISTS RESPONDED THAT SUCH ABUSES IN THE PAST DID NOT PRECLUDE 
U.S. FROM EVER SPEAKING OUT ON VIOLATIONS IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 

OTHER QUESTIONERS ATTACKED WHAT THEY SAW AS U.S. SELECTIVENESS IN 
DENOUNCIATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS (CONTRASTING OUTCRY ON 
SOVIET DISSIDENTS WITH SILENCE ON 

TREATMENT OF BALCK SOUTH AFRICAN DETAINEES) AND ALLEGED 
U.S. SUPPORT FOR COLONIALIST AND NEO-COLONIALIST POWERS IN 
AFRICA. AS OPPOSED TO MOVEMENTS FIGHTING FOR NATIONAL FREEDOM. 
PANELISTS EFFECTIVELY ANSWERED SUCH REMARKS BY POINTING OUT 
THAT IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY, FOREIGN POLICY IS OFTEN INFLUENCED 
BY DOMESTIC CONTEXT, SUCH AS SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS, 

ETHNIC TIES. ETC. 

3. DISCUSSION ATTRACTED HIGH-LEVEL KENYANS, INCLUDING JOURNALISTS, 
FACULTY MEMBERS FROM UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI, AND LAWYERS. WHITE 
AUDIENCE WAS CRITICAL, IT WAS NOT HOSTILE. WE BELIEVE EVENT CON- 
TRIBUTED TO A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THIS ASPECT OF U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY AMONG SOME INFLUENTIAL MEMBERS OF KENYAN SOCIETY. 
LEMELLE 
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